Advanced Placement US History
University of Colorado at Denver HIST – 1361 (fall) and HIST – 1362 (spring)
2017-18 Course Syllabus

Gunnison High School
Course Overview

Prerequisites:

Successful completion of Human Geography
Course length:

Full year (can be taken as two semesters if choosing to the duel credit option)
Credits:


1 credit awarded as ½ credits for each semester passed
Required or elective:
Elective but can be used as the required US History credit towards graduation
Available to:

Grades 10, 11, and 12
Standard met:  

Colorado Model Content Standards for Social Studies
Course Description

Advanced Placement United States History (APUSH) is a college level, chronological and thematic survey course in United States History covering the time period from Pre-Columbian (1491) to present.  The Advanced Placement US History course is offered all around the nation and the world.  It is intended for students who are highly motivated and have a strong interest in challenging themselves.  The program is designed to provide you with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to examine the content and significance of major events in American history.  It also prepares you for college by making demands on you that are equivalent to those of a survey or introductory-level college course.  You are strongly encouraged to take the Advanced Placement US History examination given by the College Board near the end of the course, but it is not required.  Successful performance on this test will allow you to qualify for college credit or advanced placement at most colleges and universities around the country.  
Course Objectives

· Students will acquire fundamental and advanced knowledge of United States political, social, economic, constitutional, cultural, diplomatic and intellectual history
· Students will develop a mastery of the four types of Historical Thinking Skills:  Chronological Reasoning, Making Historical Connections, Creating and Supporting Historical Arguments, and Analyzing Historical Sources of Evidence
· Students will interpret and apply data from original documents including:  cartoons, graphs, letters, essays, etc.
· Students will develop the ability to think and reason analytically as demonstrated through argumentative and persuasive essay and expository writing of documents, document based and free response essay questions, short answer questions, article reviews and book reviews in a myriad of techniques and strategies
· Students will demonstrate a mastery of the content and their ability to synthesize historical material through multiple types of written, oral and visual responses
· Students will develop a framework for understanding modern day issues and problems based on their respective histories
· Students will analyze the roles of various important and influential individuals from a wide range of backgrounds who have contributed to American History
Course Outline (According to the text):
1.
Founding the New Nation (Chapters 1 to 8)

2.
Building the New Nation (Chapters 9 to 15)

3.
Testing the New Nation (Chapters 16 to 22)

4.
Forging an Industrial Society (Chapter 23 to 27)

5.
Struggling for Justice at Home and Abroad (Chapters 28 to 34)

6.
Making Modern America (Chapters 35 to 41)

NOTE – The course outline is NOT a match to the APUSH Concept Outline from the College Board.  AP has broken down the course into 9 time periods.  We will be using both often and will be cross-referencing between them.

TEN ESSENTIAL SKILLS FOR SOCIAL STUDIES AT GUNNISON HIGH SCHOOL

1.  Evaluate historical documents using primary and secondary sources.

2.  Analyze historical periods and patterns of change over time.

3.  Construct and test historical theories.

4.  Translate historical concepts to students’ 21st century daily lives.

5.  Apply existing knowledge to new ideas.

6.  Develop critical thinking skills (interpret and evaluate) in relation to historical concepts and ideas.

7.  Use tools, including technology, to evaluate resources and communicate effectively.

8.  Effectively interact and collaborate with peers to communicate, contribute to project teams, and to solve problems.

9.  Write to demonstrate knowledge and critical thinking.

10. Communicate information and ideas effectively to audiences using a variety of media forms.
Course Requirements
1.
“COWBOY UP!” – Respect, Integrity and Excellence.  The prime rule is respect for everyone in the classroom.  All other rules follow from this.  When one person is talking, everyone else should be listening.  No one should put down another’s contributions.

2.
School Policies.  All aspects of the school's discipline code will be applied.
3.
Expectations.  You are expected to maintain professional standards in this course. This means you should be in your desk working at the start of class every day.  Come to class prepared to take notes, discuss the material, and ask questions on topics you don’t understand.  Maintain an organized and up-to-date notebook and class folder.  Talking excessively to your neighbors, texting, or doing other assignments are not considered appropriate behaviors. Challenge yourself to do your best work; and turn in quality assignments that are on time, neat, and complete!

4.
Food/Pop.  Food and/or pop (with capped lids) may be brought into the classroom.  However, you are responsible for cleaning up your own area.  This is a basic courtesy to me and to those who come to class after you.

5.
Attendance.  Because the course is conducted primarily in a lecture/seminar manner, attendance in this class is essential.  Much of the material necessary for success is provided through class activities, lecture, and discussion.  
6.
Text.  Because lectures will not cover all aspects and details of the material, this course relies heavily on the text and the “Key Concepts” class notes to provide the basic facts and knowledge necessary to proceed with other activities and readings.  Since no textbook can compete with the latest reality television show or your best friend’s party, you will have to decide the appropriate amount of effort and energy needed to understand the material.  

You are expected to keep up with the reading and to demonstrate your preparedness by active participation in class discussions.  Many students find that they learn the material better by completing the assigned reading and assignment associated with that reading PRIOR to class.  Reading assignments will be due on a weekly basis and must be turned in at the BEGINNING of the first class period of that week.
7.
Homework.  The length of homework assignments may vary on a day-to-day basis, but you can expect that every evening you will have some form of homework.  Because of the considerable reading load and the quick-pace of the course, time management is essential.  Budget your time!  Typically you dedicate an average of about seven to ten hours of uninterrupted time for AP homework every week.  Internet socializing and texting should be completely BANNED during homework time.  Be sure to plan ahead for supplemental readings, take-home essays, etc.
Grading Procedures
1. Determination.  Grades will be determined by the accumulation of total points earned and will be based on your performance on unit tests, essay tests, vocabulary tests, homework assignments, and projects. Grades are based on the following percentage scale:
90 – 100 
A
80 – 89

B

70 – 79

C

60 – 69

D

Below 60
F
Unit tests, vocabulary tests, and essay tests will count at least 50 percent of your grade; other assignments will count no more than fifty percent.  Because this is a college-level class, student GPA scores are weighted by one point, e.g., A = 5.0 instead of 4.0.  You MUST take the AP exam in May, and MUST get approval from Mr. Hanks for the weighted grade IF you choose to take the college classes through CU Denver.
2.
Grade Reports.  You will receive a grade report after each unit test, but may determine your own grade at any time by checking Powerschool.  We will have two Unit Tests for each of the 6 Parts of the Text (see above).  This will correlate to 12 Unit exams prior to the AP Exam in May.  After the AP Exam, we will be working on a couple of culminating projects.
3. Deadlines.  Assignments are due when scheduled or immediately upon return from an excused absence.  Extenuating circumstances will be addressed on an individual basis.  Deadlines for the reading assignments and concept outlines are listed by academic quarter.  Due dates and times for other assignments will be communicated in class.  Quizzes and tests must be taken on the scheduled date unless you have an excused absence.  YOU HAVE ONE DAY TO MAKE UP FOR EVERY DAY MISSED – NO EXCEPTIONS!!
4.
Homework.  Homework must be turned in at the beginning of the class on the date it is due.  There will be little or no time in class to do homework as the nature and pacing of the course will not permit using class time to complete an assignment.  Late assignments will NOT be accepted except for EXTREME cases, and will receive a zero.  As is true in nearly all classes, communication with me is essential.  Having said that, texting me or emailing me the night before the assignment is due to ask for an extension is not going to help unless you have an extreme case and good reason.
5.
Tests and Quizzes.  You are responsible for arranging a time and date for completing missed tests or class activities.  I will not track you down to tell you what you are missing.  

6.
Truancy.  Students who are truant will not be allowed to make up in-class work, tests, quizzes or homework and will receive a zero for any work due or completed that day.   

7.
Academic Integrity.  All students are expected to complete course work responsibilities with fairness, integrity, and honesty.  You are expected to abide by ethical standards in preparing material which demonstrates your own level of knowledge and which is used to determine grades.  When you put your name on your work, you say, “I learned this!” Whether you copy from a book, from a website, or another student’s work, you’re pretending... trying to look good without learning anything.  You are seeking an unfair advantage over others when you misrepresent someone else’s work as your own.


Academic dishonestly in this class has serious consequences.  At a minimum, a grade of zero will be given on the assignment for copying all or any part of it.  These consequences apply equally whether you copy work or give your work to be copied.  At my discretion, further consequences including referral to the office for additional action and a failing grade in the class may be imposed, depending on the seriousness of the offense.
9.
AP Test.  The College Board Advanced Placement US History exam will be given on Friday, May 4.  The exam is not required, but it is highly recommended.  You may not receive the weighted grade without taking the AP exam. Students who earn a score of “3” or higher out of a maximum of “5” on this test may also earn college credit, depending on the school you attend.  The exam itself consists of a 55-minute multiple choice (55 questions) section and a 125-minute essay section (2 essays and 4 short answer questions).
10.
Questions.  Don't be afraid to ask questions since questions can make a world of difference in learning.  If, for any reason, you are having difficulties with an assignment, preparing for an exam, or with our classroom, please bring it to my attention before or after school and in class, when appropriate.  Feel free to email me as well. Remember that it is you yourself who ultimately bears the responsibility for your success
Course Materials
· The American Pageant, Sixteenth Edition by Bailey, Kennedy, and Cohen (2015)  

· Supplementary readings that you will need to purchase or borrow:
A People’s History of the United States – Howard Zinn
Uncle Tom’s Cabin – Harriet Beecher Stowe
· Black or blue pen or a pencil (Absolutely no colored ink, please!), highlighters
· 1 ½ - 2 inch 3-ring binder with divider for the following:  administrative materials, class notes, reading journals, class activities and homework, writings, and tests
Contact Information

Teacher:



Bob Howard
School Phone:


(970) 641-7700 ext. 3608
School E-mail Address:

bhoward@gunnisonschools.net
Cell Phone:


(970) 596-5788
If you need to reach me before class the next day, you may text or email me before 8:00 pm.  This account is connected directly to my personal phone and I will respond as soon as possible.
Semester One Outline/Pacing

Week of:



Topic




Reading


Unit 1

The New World – Contact and Colonization

Aug. 29


          
Welcome to APUSH and Concurrent enrollment
CH 1; Zinn CH 1
Sept. 4



Contact, Exploration and Initial Colonization
CH 2; Zinn CH 2

Sept. 11


Settling and establishing the English colonies
CH 3, 4


 

UNIT 1 ASSESSMENT – WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20



Unit 2

The Road to Rebellion and Independence

Sept. 18


Society in 18th Century America


CH 5, Zinn CH 3

Sept. 25


The French and Indian War to Revolution
CH 6, 7

Oct. 2



The American Revolution


CH 8, Zinn 4





UNIT 2 ASSESSMENT – WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11



Unit 3

Building a New Nation

Oct. 9



From the Articles to the Constitution

CH 9, Zinn CH 5

Oct. 16



The Virginia Dynasty



CH 10, 11, 12

Oct. 23



The War of 1812 and the Rise of Nationalism
CH 10, 11, 12





UNIT 3 ASSESSMENT – WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1



Unit 4

Culture, Reform and “Old Hickory”
Oct. 30



The Jacksonian Era



CH 13, 14, Zinn 7

Nov. 6



Reform and Culture



CH 15, Zinn CH 6





UNIT 4 ASSESSMENT – WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15



Unit 5

Antebellum America

Nov. 13



The South and Slavery



CH 16, Zinn CH 9
THANKSGIVING BREAK – NO SCHOOL – November 20 – 24


Nov. 27



Manifest Destiny



CH 17, Zinn CH 8

Dec. 4



Sectionalism and Disunion


CH 18, 19






UNIT ASSESSMENT – WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7



Unit 6

The Civil War and Reconstruction



Dec. 11



The Civil War




CH 20, 21

Dec. 18



Reconstruction




CH 22, Zinn CH 10





UNIT 6 ASSESSMENT – ACCORDING TO FINALS SCHEDULE
